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"The  only  acceptable  coin  which  buys 
an  education  is  hard  intellectual  effort" 

— Hyman  G.  Rickover 


^^  WEET  Briar  College  affirms  the  truth  of 
this  statement.  In  these  times  when  the 
pace  of  learning  is  accelerated,  the  college 
recognizes  that  its  first  responsibility  is  to 
offer  to  all  students  who  come  here  the  best 
opportunities  to  develop  their  minds.  They 
have  been  chosen  from  many  applicants 
of  high  academic  standing  and  above-aver- 
age ability. 

For  the  superior  students  among  them, 
who  are  capable  of  greater  independence  in 
the  pursuit  of  learning,  Sweet  Briar  provides 
special  opportunities  both  formally  and  in- 
formally, through  channels  such  as  ad- 
vanced placement,  advanced  standing,  the 
Honors  Plan  of  Study,  and  foreign  study  in 
the  junior  year. 

The  student  whose  record  suggests  that 
she  is  especially  well-qualified  in  certain 
areas  of  study,  and  who  has  taken  specified 
advanced  courses  in  high  school,  is  encour- 
aged before  she  arrives  at  Sweet  Briar  to 
take  Advanced  Placement  Tests  of  the  Col- 
lege  Entrance   Examination  Board.      They 


are  offered  in  American  history,  biology, 
chemistry,  physics,  mathematics,  Enghsh 
composition  and  hterature,  European  his- 
tory, French,  German,  Latin,  and  Spanish. 
Superior  performance  in  these  tests  permits 
freshmen  to  elect  advanced  college  courses. 
In  some  cases,  certain  requirements  for  the 
degree  may  be  waived  and  advanced  stand- 
ing, or  college  credit  for  previous  achieve- 
ment, is  granted. 

Results  of  the  Advanced  Placement  and 
Achievement  Tests  of  the  College  Entrance 
Examination  Board,  and  of  Sweet  Briar 
placement  tests,  permit  faculty  members 
to  recognize  superior  students  as  early  as 
possible  and  to  guide  them  during  their  first 
years  at  college  to  work  to  the  limit  of  their 
capacities.  Each  student  has  a  faculty  ad- 
viser who  follows  her  progress,  confers 
with  her  instructors  at  regular  intervals, 
and  encourages  the  superior  student  to  un- 
dertake study  which  she  is  likely  to  find 
challenging. 

Exemption  from  the  required  freshman 
English  course  is  customary  for  students 
whose  entrance  records  and  Achievement 
Test  scores  warrant  such  action.  One  fresh- 
man in  this  year's  group  elected  two  sopho- 
more-level English  courses,  in  writing  and 
in  literature. 

Placement  tests  are  given  in  a  number 
of  subjects  to  incoming  students  during  the 


opening  week  of  the  college  session,  to  de- 
termine which  students  may  register  for  ad- 
vanced courses  commensurate  with  their 
ability  and  training. 

Achievement  tests  are  also  offered  in  sev- 
eral subjects  at  this  time.  Those  who  pass 
the  test  in  Social  Studies  1-2,  Introduction 
to  Modern  History,  may  elect  another 
course  in  the  Division  of  Social  Studies.  In 
the  sciences  and  mathematics,  freshmen  are 
admitted  to  sophomore-level  courses.  A 
special  class  in  mathematics  accommodates 
freshmen  with  strong  preparation  and  apti- 
tude. Based  on  performance  in  this  course, 
these  students  become  eligible  to  register  for 
a  junior-level  course  in  their  second  year 
at  Sweet  Briar. 

honors  plan  of  study 

Once  the  major  subject  has  been  selected, 
the  superior  student  may  enroll  in  the  Hon- 
ors Plan  of  Study  for  her  junior  and  senior 
years.  Under  this  plan,  which  is  designed 
to  attract  the  student  who  is  ready  for  a 
more  independent,  more  flexible  program 
than  is  customary,  the  student  meets  weekly 
with  a  faculty  member  who  guides  and  di- 
rects her  independent  study.  She  prepares 
papers  and  reports,  and  completes  extensive 
assignments   for  her   tutorial   sessions. 

This  method  of  instruction  allows  the 
gifted  young  scholar  to  work  closely  with 
a  mature  scholar  in  a  common  field  of  inter- 
est. She  attends  classes  in  subjects  related 
to  her  major  field  of  study,  but  is  released 
from  class  attendance  in  those  areas  covered 
by  her  own  intensive  honors  work.  At  the 
end  of  the  senior  year,  special  written  com- 
prehensive examinations  and  an  oral  ques- 
tioning by  a  committee  of  faculty  examin- 
ers supplemented  by  a  visiting  scholar  from 
another  institution  measure  the  degree  of 
her  scholarly  attainments. 

This  program  is  strenuous  for  the  student 
and  expensive  for  the  college  in  the  amount 


of  teaching  time  it  demands,  yet  the  en- 
thusiastic testimony  of  participants,  both 
students  and  teachers,  to  its  gratifying  re- 
sults is  considered  justification  of  its  pres- 
ence in  the  Sweet  Briar  curriculum  for 
almost  thirty  years.  A  recent  graduate  who 
read  for  honors  in  English  summarized  her 
own  experience:  "Under  the  stimulus  of  the 
honors  plan,  (the  student)  is  encouraged  to 
do  the  sort  of  original,  creative  thinking 
which  in  many  cases  does  not  emerge  from 
the  classroom;  this  is  undoubtedly  the  great- 
est of  all  the  merits  of  the  plan." 

Gifted  students  are  given  opportunities 
to  extend  their  achievements  in  many  upper 
level  courses  which  are  conducted  as  a  col- 
loquium or  seminar.  Such  offerings,  found 
in  every  discipline  in  the  curriculum,  are 
especially  oriented  toward  the  student  who 
wishes  to  pursue  independent  study  under 
the  direction  of  competent  scholars.  In 
general,  such  classes  and  seminars  meet  for 
two  hours  or  more  once  a  week.  They  may 
be  conducted  by  a  faculty  member  but 
are  often  led  by  a  student,  since  the  focus  is 
on  seminar  reports,  short  papers,  and  inde- 
pendent projects  involving  guided  research. 
An  indirect  benefit  of  this  class  method  is 
the  opportunity  to  train  able  students  in 
the  role  of  teaching  assistants.  Here,  and 
by  serving  briefly  as  instructors  of  first  or 


second-year  classes,  they  may  gain  valuable 
experience  to  aid  them  in  judging  their  own 
suitability  for  the  teaching  profession. 

Foreign  study,  either  under  the  Sweet 
Briar  Junior  Year  in  France  or  in  similar 
accredited  programs  conducted  by  other 
institutions,  offers  to  the  superior  student 
the  advantages  of  learning  in  another  land, 
providing  direct  knowledge  of  another  lan- 
guage and  culture  while  maintaining  the 
continuity  of  the  four-year  college  cur- 
riculum. 

In  addition  to  these  formal  means  of  stim- 
ulating superior  students,  the  faculty  of 
Sweet  Briar  College  informally  encourages 
students  of  demonstrated  ability,  at  all  levels 
of  study,  to  undertake  independent  work 
within  the  framework  of  established  courses. 
Freshman  biology  students,  late  in  the  year, 
pursue  various  projects  of  their  own  choos- 
ing designed  to  give  them  a  taste  of  research. 
Similiar  opportunities  are  offered  to  stu- 
dents in  certain  mathematics  classes,  such  as 
Statistics  and  Special  Topics.  Advanced 
students  in  languages  gain  valuable  experi- 
ence by  assisting  elementary  students  in  the 
language  laboratories,  just  as  their  counter- 
parts in  the  various  sciences  act  as  laboratory 
assistants.  Students  of  psychology,  econom- 
ics, and  sociology  undertake  experimental  or 
data-gathering  projects,  and  those  in  literary 
criticism  may  pursue  studies  in  linguistic 
usage  and  meaning.  In  the  creative  arts  of 
writing,  painting,  drama,  music,  and  dance, 
gifted  students  are  given  opportunities  to 
develop  their  own  talents  and  to  demon- 
strate their  abilities  before  an  audience. 

Perhaps  the  most  characteristic  feature 
of  Sweet  Briar's  effort  to  provide  for  the 
superior  student  is  its  flexibility.  The  low 
ratio  of  students  to  teachers  ensures  close 
student-teacher  relationships  and  puts  the 
teacher  in  an  unusually  good  position  for 
making  critical  estimates  of  each  student's 
abilities.  The  teacher  can  adjust  the  ma- 
terials of  a  given  course  to  correct  the  stu- 
dent's weaknesses  while  permitting  her  the 


excitement  and  challenge  of  working  at  her 
own  intellectual  level. 

Recognition  for  scholarly  achievement,  as 
well  as  the  opportunity  for  intellectual  de- 
velopment, is  given  to  the  superior  student 
at  Sweet  Briar.  Election  to  membership  in 
Phi  Beta  Kappa — as  a  senior  or,  more  rarely, 
as  a  junior  —  constitutes  one  form  of  recog- 
nition. Freshmen  who  have  outstanding 
academic  records  at  the  end  of  their  first 
semester  in  college  are  named  on  the  Fresh- 
man Honor  List.  Junior  Fionors  are  ac- 
corded to  a  very  small  number  at  the  be- 
gining  of  the  third  year  in  college.  At 
graduation,  degrees  are  awarded  with  honors 
in  two  categories  to  seniors  who  have  earned 
such  distinctions.  Designations  of  cum 
laude,  magna  cum  laudc,  and  summa  cum 
laude  denote  general  honors,  based  on  the 
entire  college  course.  Under  the  Honors 
Plan  of  Study,  students  may  receive  their 
degrees  with  honors,  with  high  honors,  or 
with  highest  honors  in  the  area  of  study 
in  which  they  have  concentrated. 

To  all  its  students,  Sweet  Briar  em- 
phasizes the  joy  and  satisfactions  that  grow 
out  of  hard  intellectual  effort,  the  only  ac- 
ceptable coin  which  buys  an  education. 
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